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Report Highlights: 

TH5040 – Export prices further declined about 1 percent, as off-season rice harvest continues to keep 

supplies large.  The government decided to suspend the plan to issue new public tender in April in order 

to prevent falling domestic prices.  Reports indicate the next tender to sell government stocks will be no 

earlier than June.   
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Market Tone 

 
Export prices further declined around 1 percent as supplies of new off-season rice continue coming 

into the market.  However, some traders left their quotations unchanged this week as they were 

awaiting a new public tender.  However, the government decided to suspend its plan to issue a 

new public tender in April in order to avoid further declines in domestic prices of new off-season 

rice paddy.  This week, farm level prices in major growing areas in the lower northern region fell to 

around 7,400 baht ($288/MT) per metric ton of paddy, compared to 7,500 – 7,800 baht ($230-

240/MT) per metric ton in the previous week.      

The government reported that it sold 775,921 metric tons (mostly 5% grade white rice) in the last 

tender which totaled 1 million metric tons issued on March 6, 2015.  Since January 2015, the 

government has sold 1,272,164 metric tons of rice stocks, mostly 5% white rice, into the market. 

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for March 23-29, 

2015 totaled 79,199 metric tons, up 13,495 metric tons from the previous week and down 616 

metric tons from the four-week moving average of 79,816 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports 

from January 1 – March 29, 2015, totaled 876,786 metric tons, up 5 percent from the same period 

last year. 

According to the Thai Customs Department, official rice exports during January – February 2015 

totaled 1.3 million metric tons, down around 5 percent from the same period last year.   
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